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the health, of Hr. "Webster, he avoided all topics of a party
character:

" New England has been long fruitful in great men, the necessary con-
sequence of the admirable discipline of her institutions ; and we are this
day honored -with the presence of one of those cherished objects of her
attachment and pride, who has an undoubted and peculiar title to our
regard. It is a plain truth, that he, who defends the Constitution of his
country by his wisdom in council, is entitled to share her gratitude with
those who protect it by valor in the field. Peace has its victories as well
as war. We all recollect a late memorable occasion, when the exalted
talents and enlightened patriotism of the gentleman to whom I have
alluded were exerted in the support of our national Union, and the sound
interpretation of its charter.

" If there "be any one political precept preeminent above all others, and
acknowledged by all, it is that which dictates the absolute necessity of a
union of the States under one government, and that government clothed
with those attributes and powers with which the existing Constitution has
invested it. "We are indebted, under Providence, to the operation and
influence of the powers of that Constitution for our national honor abroad,
and for unexampled prosperity at home. Its future stability depends upon
the firm support and due exercise of its legitimate powers in all their
branches. A tendency to disunion, to anarchy among the members, rather
than to tyranny in the head, has been heretofore the melancholy fall of all
the federal governments of ancient and modern Europe. Our Union and
national Constitution were formed, as we have hitherto been led to believe,
under better auspices, and with improved wisdom. But there was a deadly
principle of disease inherent in the system. The assumption by any mem-
ber of the Union of the right to question and resist, or annul, as its own
judgment should dictate, either the laws of Congress, or the treaties, or
the decisions of the Federal Courts, or the mandates of the Executive
power, duly made and promulgated, as the Constitution prescribes, was a
most dangerous assumption of power, leading to collision and the destruc-
tion of the system. And if, contrary to all our expectations, we should
hereafter fail in the grand experiment of a confederate government, extend-
ing over some of the fairest portions of this continent, and destined to act,
at the same time, with efficiency and harmony, we should most grievously
disappoint the hopes of mankind, and blast forever the fruits of the
Eevolution.

"But, happily for us, the refutation of such dangerous pretensions on
the occasion referred to was signal and complete. The false images and
delusive theories, which had perplexed the thoughts and disturbed the
judgments of men, were then dissipated, in like manner as spectres disap-
pear at the rising of the sun. The inestimable value of the Union and the
true principles of the Constitution were explained by clear and accurate
reasonings, and enforced by pathetic and eloquent illustrations. The